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The New Tariff
In his address before the South-

em Tariff Congress, at Atlanta, Cal-
vin Coolidge, with his usual felicity,
directed his hearers' attention to a

historic fact, too often ovcrlooked.
.ft is that tariif protection, instead
oi beginning as a local or party idea,
was first national and was one of
the prime infiuenees in bringing the
states iogether, and that as men of
Southern birth were the foremost
advocates of nationalism so they
were the original prote^tionists.

In the critical pvriod following
the Yqrktown victory it was demon-
.strated that political independence
was of doubtful value unless supple-
mented by economic independence,
and that economic independence was

impossible unless there was one cen¬
tral authority to stimulate inner de-
velopment of industry. So the en-

couragement of domestic manufac-
tures was the first business of thej
tirst Congress. Not until the slavery
issue weakened nationalism did pfo-
lectionism become partisan or sec-
tional, and men of the South return
to their ancient faith when they!
Champion it now.

The war, though it has altered;
many conditions, has not changed
essentials. It is still necessary to!
;Uiard our life. "We subscribe," says
Vlr. Coolidge, "to the creed of worldi
brotherhood, but we recognize that'
we can serve the world best by serv-
ing America first. We cannot raise!
a bankrupt world to solvency if we

[jermit America to beoome bank-
¦upt." And, again: "The problem
.vith which we are confronted is to
prevent industrial isolation on the
one hand and industrial submer-
Kence on the other."

There is little danger of the for-
mer in view of the fact that Ameri¬
ean imports are now four times
iarger than before the war and in
view of the further fact that the out-
side world owes us $20,000,000,000,
interest on which will constitute a
dr-::ft for goods.
The danger is rather of industrial

submergence. The particular tariff
problem of the hour is how to avert
:tand at the same time even balances.
The best present answer to the
paradox of keepmg .^oods out and
getting interest >n is that Americans
must habituate themselves to the
idea of reinvesting income accruing
abroad. Great Britain long did this,
yearly increasing her investments
beyond her borders, and thus found
herself possessed of enormous over-
sea resources when otrain came on
her. In a similar way this country
will doubtless add to its capital
abroad, and not always insist pn
actual shipments of either goods or
gold. The reinvesting may be
counted on to become as natural and
unnoticed as other investings.
Those now amicted with a.greatdread of a flood of foreign goods will

doubtless discover that a new set of
conditions will furnish a sufficientdeterrent, and hence remove theneed of mutually harmful embargobarriers.

Cox and 1924
On the "you-never-can-tell" theory,James M. Cox is resisting efforts touslodue him from control of theDemocrattc national organization.On the theory hc should be dis-fodged, friends of Mr. McAdoo, with

asBiatance from William J. Bryanare trying to force a meeting of theDemocratic National Committee forthe purpoac of deposing GeorgeWhite, the present chairman, and
reorganizmg the committee on ananti-Cox basis.
These clashes interest the politi-

cians in Washington, even if the
concern of the public in them is re-
wote. Hope springs eternal in tho
potent.al Presidcntial candidatc'sbreaut. Mr. Cox'had an experience
-a»t Election Night which would dis-
oourage anybody bat an incurable
optimiat. Mr. McAdoo thrlca, orthree times thrice, waved away thefatal nornination which his loyal ad-herents worked overtime to thrust
on him at the San Francisco con¬
vention. Yet both are maneuveringagain for a stranglp hold on the
party machincry. Both are ap-plieant* for the receiver»hip, if the
party'B outntaiiding nead at prenent
i* conceded to be a rrtceiver.
The Democratic party hfta Mltjoni

been aver»w» to renominating Praai-
dentiaJ j|candidate», even defeated
*rtm. 1% has bad only five candidates

since 18S4. Cleveland was elected
twice nnd defeated once. Bryan was
defeated three times. But there are
certain disqualifications'which Demo-
cratic conventiofls haven't ignored.
Bryan always got a large popular
vote.6,467,000 in 1896, 6,358,000 in
11)00 and 6,407,000 in 1908. When
Alton B. Parker was the eandidate in
1904 his popular vote was less than
5,100,000. Nobody thought of re-
nominating him. Bryan's popular
vote in each of the years he ran
was even larger than Wilson's in
1912. £ox's 1920 vote was only about
13,000 larger than Wilson's in 1916,
although the total vote cast in-
creased, roughly speaking, from
18,<JOO,000 to 27,000,000.
Cox's eligibility for renomination

is certainly no greater than Parker's
was. In the campaign he showed
unbounded confidcnce in himself.
But his mistakes in judgment were
fundamental. Bryan was the only
Democratic leader in 1920 who ana-

lyzed the situation cofrectly. He
saw the dangers of a "great and
solemn referendum" with the Demo-
cratic party at the impossible end
of it. Cox was nominated by the
anti-Wilson forces in the conven-

tion, but immediately surrendered
to the Wilson view. He invited the
catastrophe which overtook the
party. Perhaps that fact qualifies
him for the receivership he now
seeks. It can hardly qualify him
for leadership in an out-of-the-ditch
campaign in 1924.

The Flexible Fare
Not a little is said in favor of

the flexible traction fare. Our es-

teemed contemporaries The Subway
Sun and The Elevated Express
strongly favor the idea. Broadly
stated, it* is most alluring, and if it
could be applied in an ideal and
complete way it would meet many
claims of both justice and public
need. Most sensible people rccog-
nize that in the long run good trac¬
tion results cannot be achieved un-

less, like other businesses, traction
pays its own way.
But as brought out by a report of

the City Club's committee on pub¬
lic service, it is doubtful whether the
plan has much applicability to New
York under existing conditions. In
the first place, it presupposes an

entirely unified system, whereas
New York has thirty-five privately
owned systems, and except at pro-
hibitive cost it seems impossible to
unscramble them. Each has its sep-
arate bondholders and stockholders
(sometimes severallayers down),un-
derneath operating leases. Each
has its 'franch/.se which the state
Legislature, even chough so disposed,
cannot arbitrarily abrogate. Each
has its peculiar traffic density which
intimately affects cost of service per
passenger. No one has suggested
how these various interests can -be
forced to let go, or how those with
an underhold can be induced to sur-

render it unless they are bought out
at prices agreeable to them.

Competition among the various
lines would affect the cost of service
on each. For example, consider
the now separately operated Third!
and Second Avenue lines. Should
the cost of service formula work out
a six-cent fare for the Third Avenue
line it would probably work out
ten cents for the Second Avenue line
because of its emptier cars. With
divergent fares business would goj
over to Third Avenue, lowering
Third Avenue traffic costs per pas¬
senger and per contra increasing
them on Second Avenue, thus adding
to the original disparity.

The Governor speaks of a single
service and a single fare, but only
vaguely. How can it be secured un-
iess first a way Is found to bring
all the lines together? A general
declaration that a unified service
with one fafe is desirable does not
help point to a path. The Governor
is a good enough lawyer to realize
the difficulties of coercing the diverse
companies into unity without en-

countering the constitutional ob-
stacles to confiscating property.

I The flexible fare plan probably
can be used to some advantage with
respect to the larger companies, but
it seems impossible to ap^ply it to the
city as a who'e.

New Baltlc Nations
ln recognizing Latvia and Estho-

nia the Allied Council has accepted
the realities of the situation in east-
ern Europe. A new map of that
region is one of the consequences of
the war. The old map of 1914 is
gone forever. Some of the new ter-
ritorial a u ents were ordered
by the peace conference. In other
cases boundaries have been created
through. local wars and settlements.
The Allied powers have acted on the
thcory that the new states are en-
titled to a chance to live and de-
velop. The principle of nationality
for small nations as against absorp-
tion into federated or unified em

pirea is being tested. From the
¦>mall nation point of view Finland
is as much entitled to stand alone as

Czecho-Slovikia; Esthonig, or Latvia
is more entitled to do ko than Al-
bania or Armenia.

Esthonia and Latvia have been
proviaional republica for a couple o'
yi-ars. They suoceasfully repulaed
uttempted invaaiona by the Russian
Red arniien. They have treaties
with the Soviet state acknowledging
their independence. They are ln

j'^wry sen»c de faeio powers. Why
shouldn't their atatua be confi med,
*o far at it ia atceasary to conflrm

it, by action on the part of the Alliecl
Council?
The contrary theory, expressed in

our State Department's recent notes,
rests on the a^sumption that a re-

drafting of the old map must wait
on a future Russia's pleasure. An-
other Russia is to be created, of ;.

form and character which no one

can now guess at, before the border
states can take definite form, if, in
fact, they are not to lapse back into
the old loose-knit Romanoff empire,
But this principle is flouted by F«in-
land's independence and by Poland's.
These states haven't time to wait for
an assumed rebirth of the old Rus¬
sia. Nor has the rest of Europe
time to wait until Russia undergoes
another political revolution and
manifests a different attitude than
Lenine's toward the retention of her
former western provincea.
Europe ought not to be condemned,

therefore, for ignoring a Russian
claim or protest which doesn'texist.
It must deal with facts as they are.
Latvia and Esthonia are actual
members of the new family of Euro¬
pean nations. What objection is
there to granting them formally the
rights and priv'leges of such mem-

bership?

The Great Anli
It is tough luck the way every one,

even a diocesan convention, picks on
Mr. Hearst. Any one for whom
that great editor says a kind word is
promptly rnown down by the voters;
or if condemned by all the Brisbane
adjectives he is at once promoted.
Every knock is certainly a boost
when Mr. Hearst swings the ham-
mer.

There is some reason in all this.
Mr. Hearst Is the greatest living
anti. He is anti-British, anti-Jap-
anese, anti-Wilson, anti.almost.
evcrything. The only notable e:<cep-
tion is his tendency to be pro-Hearst.
In a campaign he is seldom.unless
running himself.heart and soul for
a candidate. He spends too much
of his time trying to get even with
his enemies ever to make many
friends. So his opposition is fairly
well welcomed by this time. It is
purely personal and vindictive.
closely restimbling the gesture of a
small boy putting his fingers to his
nose.an endeavor to retort for a
deserved thrashing. It offers an ex-

cellent, almost infallible, reason for
standing for a man. Vote for every
one whom Hearst bitterly attacks
and you can't go far wrong.

There is only one matter in which
this assertion does Mr. Hearst a

grievous wrong. In that field he has
never been charged with a negative,
destructive policy. Nobody has yet
accused Mr. Hearst of being anti-
German.

Smoked Out
Mr. Daniete has been driven from

cover by the prospect of a Congreg-
sional investigation of the navy
building prograni. He has directed
the General Board to take the mat¬
ter under consideration and report
to him. He says that "some well
known writers are expressing the
opinion that the battleship will at
an early date no longer form,the
backbone of the fleet, but that ships
of the air and ships of the subma-
rine fleet will be the powerful ships
of the future."

Better Jate than never. Mr. Dan-
iels has always done the first thing
last and the last thing first. Why
did he not get an opinion from the
General Board before he put in an

estimate for $690,000,000 for the
navy? This matter has been dis-
cussed abroad for months and years.
But until now Mr. Daniels has been
ignorant of it or has ignored it.
And now as to the General Board.

Is it not possible that this official
body has been too subservient to
Mr. Daniela during the last three or
four years? It is to be hoped that
any suspicion is ilt founded. The peo¬
ple of the United States, who are to
foot the bills, would think well of the
General Board, out they would also
know the truth and the whole truth
as to the wisdom of our building
policy.

It is possible, therefore, that a re¬
port from the General Boa^d may
not 8uffice. It would appear that
there should be a thorough and in-
telligent investigation by Congress,
with a free and fearless expression
of opinion by officers of ability who
have studied naval warfare and who
are not connected with this admin¬
istration of the Navy Department.

The Runaway Girl
In the simpler era before women

learned about jobs and careers and
all that sort of thing a runaway girl
always meant just on-.> thing, a man.
"Find the man" offered the unfailing
solution of every such problem.just
as the converse of the phrase ex-
plained 100 per cept of masculine
disorders.
Now when a Barnard girl disap-

pears there isscafch by the detec-
tives for "the man in the case." De-
tcctives are always tho last to learn
of a shift in human motives. But
there is no certainty that a man had
anything to do with the case. Thus
far, in the current episodc of the
kind, art and examinatiQjris are the
only explanationa uncovered "So
she ran away from home to ntudy
art" readi? the modcrn verBion of the
minsing daughtcr.
Which Huggests one of the seriouj

faultn to be found with that delight-
ful and much dcbatcd proceeding
"Mla» Lulu Bett" The detaii af-

forded by Miss Zona Gale is marvel-
ously true; the motives which ahe
supplies are incredible to the point
of absurdity. If any siste* and
brother-in-law in America would
treat a perfectly wise and good Lulu
as a half-witted slavey, what sister
of so much energy and wisdom would
endure auch abuse year after year?
Cinderella was a step-daughter, be it
remembered, to explain her treat-
ment; and even old'-fashioned, brow-
beateh, she had pluck enough to run
away in search of the only career
then known.with the assistance of
the fairy godmother that always
comes to those who trust. No, in
real life Miss Lulu would have
shaken the d"st of that awful home
from her :*eet and left her pies flat
long befoivj a lover appeared or the
third act came round.
Men still have their use in our

two-by-two universe, but they do
not offer the only conceivable escape
for femininity in distress. Between
the pursuit of art and the more cer-
tain and immediate returns to be
had from biscuit-shooting many
paths lie. If in these days of movies
and the magazines Miss Lulu had
never heard of them she deserved all
she got.

Our Soldiers First
A Plea That Charity Should Begin

at Home
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: From Marion, Ohio, comes a re¬
port of the distressing situation suf-
fered by some 30,000 soldiers who are
still in hospitals 'all over the states
Pray, whose victims are these suffer-
ers? Victims, primarily,' of the Ger¬
mans.you admit that? Very well.
Should not every penny Americans can
snare be used for the relief, the com-
fort, nay, even the luxury, of these
victims of Germany? But, no, we are
asked to give freely, lavishly, for the
relief of these very Germans. "Charity
begins at home".put this proverb in
action now and here. The writer has
been in close touch with the Germans;
no doubt thousands of their children
are hungry, the children of the poor.
The children of the well-to-do have
enough, while their parents feast just
as they did before the war.

Let Mr. Hoover (he means well) go
ahead with his plan, but let The Trib¬
une refuse to indorse this quixotic
charity and call '. ,r help to be given
generously to American soldiers who
fought against the Germans, whose
children they are now asked to feed.
Could not Colonel F. W. Galbraith be

asked to head the same sort of appeal
in which Mr. Hoover was successful?
But this for the benefit of Ameri¬
cans! It is not charity, it is duty, which
should make every American put his
hand in'his ocket and draw out tX>.
biggest greenback he can spare, even
if it wvre a sacrifice. Poor and rich
would be glad of the opportunity to
show these disabled soldiers that they
come first and that nothing is too good
for them.
A WORKER JUST BACK FROM

SWITZERLAND.
Newark, N. J., Jan. 20, 1921,
-_,_

To Increase Building
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: The housing situation is far
better than it was a year ago at this
time. Nearly every difficulty con-
nected with it has disappeared. More-
over we have had a year's experience,
legislative and otherwise, respecting it.
There i3 every reason to look forward to
an increasingly active building season.
But only upon one condition. Suitable
action will have to be taken by the
Legislature to insiire a reasonable de-
gree of prosnerity for the owners of
existing housea. This is not out of any
consideration for the welfare of such
owners, but solely as a condition of;
further building.
So long as rents are artiflcially heid

down to rates which the owners con-
sider insufficient there is not 'he small-
est likelihood of a satlsfactory mar¬
ket for new bulldings, even with spe¬
cial inducements which might be heid
out by law to the bullders or subse-
,quent purchasers.

It is idle to figure a percentage of al-
leged profit which ought to be con-
sidered satisfactory. We have had a
long enough trial to demonstrate that
he business of owning and renting
residence property does' not attract
capital for the simple reason that it
does not pay an adequate return.

It is heid as an axiom among lawyers
and doubtless among business men
gencrally that it is the height of folly
to buy a lawsuit, and yet this is what
the Legislature has offered to the real
estate owner wheneve^ he conslders it

jnecessary to increase his rent. And in
addition it has offered no adequate court
facilities for the trying out of such
cases, scarcely concealing its intent to
discourage him from purs:iing his right
by the crowded condition of the court
calendar.
However, tho Legislature cannot bo

expected to enact such legislation as
would put an end to the housing short-;
nge unless the public itself 3hows a'
dispositlon to approve such modifica-
tion of the present law. If the shortage
continues, the public will have itself
to thank; and it will lllustrate onco
more the saylng of Franklin that ex¬
perience is a high-priccd 6choolmastcr,
but that some persons would have no
other. CHARLES E. MANIERRE.
New York, Jan. 24, 1921.
-.

Nothing New
(From Tho Rtchmond Timea-Dltpntch)
Now York dispatchos tell of 800 men

sleeplng in churchos. But why the cx-
citoment? We do that same thing every
Sunday, some Sundaye, and*1 with no
blare of blackface type to tell the world
about. It.

A Drop in the Bucket
'From Th« IndinnapoH* Nawa)

It sounds like plenty when it is said
thst the Republlcans will have 240,000
Federal jobs to give away when they
get in, but anybody who has had much
experience with such things knows that
it isn't.

The Conning Tower
ANOTHER VERSION

"TUlea ut alta atet Mva oandidum.".Boraet
l, 9

How cold and clear the Woolworth looms!
The Hudson's ice at Nyack ferry;
Sad Prohibition holdi ils glooras;
Pray spare the coke, for coal*» high.veryl
As to the League, it'a lost its Roo»;
Lei Untermyer worry BrindeU:
What need that we thould give a hoot?
Why, half the wodd is but a swindle!
You're not yet bald; you yel may shimmy;
Tennis and golf will keep off wrinkles;
You are too poor to fear the jimmy;
For you the midnighl eiar yet twinkles!
So, I haliarchuj, piko the vamp,
In gait and go a true Salomel
She goo-goos al you.you old scamp!
Im from Missouri, you must show me!

Tudor Jenks.

Tb">e will be a hearing to-morrow ia
the proceedings brought by the West
End Association against the New Jer-
sey plants whose acid fumea impregnate
the air in the vicinity of Riverside
Drive. [To the Composing Room: Keep
this paragraph standing, to use every
three or four years.]
Mr. Melville Henry Cane Sin«-9 liu

Triumph in the Following Strain:
Roseoe Crosby Crosa-patch Gaige
*-'>imes anti freta in a Towerinsr rage;
Couldn't break into the Cuntribs' Dlnner,So I took Hilda, the well known winner.

Mr.L.

According to Senator Harris, there
is no shortage of nrint pap-?r. We hope
this, is true; and that abundance of
paper will help this department so that
the column returns to pre-war width.
It takes'nine-tenths of the fun out of
verse-writing to know that the lines,
unless coiospicuously short, will double
over: the visual appeal of verse being
important.

There Are No Limits to This Man's
Abilities, Mr. Crocker, Crocker Foun-*

tain Pen Co., Everett, Mass.
Sir: You crape hanger! Here I spent

this afternoon trying to make a good
impression on the Crocker Fountain
Pen Co., over in Everett, Mass., and
waa jolting back to Boston in thc
shadow of Bunker Hill with my final
remark to Mr. Crocker ringing in my
ears, "If you want to know anything
about my ability as an advertising man,
just call up Mr. Bradford." Then I
smash into this in The Tower: "When
people have time to think you over and
consult others about you, your chances
wane."
Now, the only chance I have to con-

vince the Crocker Fountain Pen Co. that
I have something on the literary ball is
to show them this in a prominent place
in a well known morning paper.

W. W. E.

Ever since I was a little girl.this
kind of a singing verse.that one can
say with a little tune sort of going
along with it.a tune of one's own.be¬
cause it has a fine music to it.this
snatch of a verse.and I cannot remem¬
ber who made it.has sung itself to me
.at special tirr.os.those times when the
beauty of the earth and water and sky
.and woman.and child.come sudden-
ly to one with the force of a blow, a
great sound of music or a flaro of light.
.Nell Brinkley in The Journal.

Miss Brinkley's is as dashing a style
as you might wish to see.

On "Deburau"
Nothing particular offers,
Thought I, sittfrTg in the office
So I Btarted to write
Some lines to-night
About that show
Called "Deburau."
Well, I didn't think the stuff that Gran-

ville Barker
Wrote was a marker
To the lines Geo;rge Cohan wrote a year

or two
Ago in the plece called "The Cohan

Revue."
Barker never could
Write a line so good
As "You aaid you came to testify,
Now whaddye got to say?"
My votell go,
Prose or rhyme,
To George M. Co-
Han every time.
Rum-tiddley-um-tuni.
Tum-tum.

Not unlike the Brooklyn policeman
who moved the horse from the corner ot
Stuyvesant Avenue and Kosciusko
Street rather than epell it on his report
is the clerk who made out DJV.N.'a bill
for . Q

October.1 Ferpsidl
November-1 Ilorpicide
Deccmber.1 Tonic

The Slnmp in O. D.
To-day I passed a counter ln u department

storc
Where knocked dovm artir.les lay,
And huddled in a heap in one corner
Were little metal mirrors
In khaki enses,
The unbreaknbte kind ;

And there were little khaki case*
With dnrning thrcad
And needles ;
And there were other khaki cases
With ahoclaces
And shoobuttona ;
And there were empty khaki case*
With little adjuatable straps
To put thiniM in handily
On a long march ...

Khnki cases of all aorts
Marked down to ten eenta. Ali.:a

There has been m. or l. comment
hercj\bouts concerning the musical magic
of monickcrs; but there are two com-
modities which, whenever we see them
advertised, we can't help writing fox
trots to. One alwnys enda, in our mind,
Use it in your old machine.
That Good Gulf ,Gas-o-leeeenol

And the other ends,
It'll coit'nly give you a polmanent coil.
That Mulsified Cocoanut Oil!

-

Mayor Hylan, the rcportnrs say, ts
alive to thc politicql possibilitics of
tho situation and Intenda to forco tho
traction iasuc to the frcnt.

"IMenty of room up front."
3 F. P. A.

SURELY SUCH CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY OUGHT NOT TO RF
EXEMPTED L

CopyriaTht, 1921. New Tork Tribune Inc.

The Uses of Battleships
Dreadnought Must Be Supplemented.

Not Abolished
|To the EtiHor of The Tribune.

Sir: I have noted with some concern
the tendency of The Tribune in its
editorials and in the articles of "Quar-
tordeck" to belittle the importance of
the dreadnought in modern naval war-
+'are. The Inference which the public is
intended to draw, apparently, is that the
rapid deveiopment of the submarine and
the seaplane has radically affected tho
status of the first line battleship as the
determining factor of naval strength to-
day. The Tribune would even seem to
advocate a revision of our 1916 build-
ing program with a view to sacrificing
the building of battleships to the con-
struction of submarines and seaplanes.

Let us examine the stand taken by
The Tribune in the light of the late
World War. The weapon used exclu-
sively by the submarine in a fleet action
can be only the torpedo. Although the
British fleet was attacked with this
weapon at Jutland both by destroyers
and submarines not a single first line
battleship was sunk or even put out of
action. The Marlborough, struck by a

torpedo on the evening of May 31, kopt
station in the line of ba'ttle until the"
following afternoon. On the morning of
June 1 the wakes of about forty torpe-
does fired by submarines were sighted
by the Grand Fleet, but not one took
effect. One German battleship was sunk
by torpedo, the Pommern, this being ac-

complished by a destroyer. Contrast
with this the sinking of three British
battle cruisers within about two hours
by gunfire at ranges for the greater
part far in excess of those at which it
had previously been considered fea3ible
to join -ction effectively.
As a weapon in the hands of an in-

ferior naval power the submarine can
be excec ngly effective as a destroyer
of comrnerce, bjit great as was the dam-
age done by Germany in this respect it
was but little in comparison with the
all-important fact that from the day
war was declared by Great Britain
until November 11, 1918, not a single
German merchant vessel, with the ex-

ception of the submarine Deutschiand,
traversed the seas. Nor must the pos-
sibilities of the convoy system, the mine
field, the hydrophone, the radio compass,
the depth charge, etc, which were only
in their infancy as applied to com-
bating the «ubmarine at the close of
the war, be forgotten.
The difficulties of hitting so Bmall a

target as a battleship from a seaplane,
especially when tho latter ls kept at
arm's length by the anti-aircraft guns
with which all modern ships are fitted,
should also not be underestimated. Nor
in this whole discussion should the fact
be lost sight of that the emergence of
the torpedo boat was also thought to
indicato tho swift demise of the battle-
ship.
Anothor important element ln the dis-

cussion is the fime and labor required
to build the various ships that compose
a fleet. On the average, I suppose, it
takes about three years to build a mod-
ern dreadnought, so that for all practi-
cal purposes if our fleet is to be fur-
nished adequately with this weapon it
must be so furnished during peace, be¬
fore war is declared.
A squadron of modern submarines,

however, were built and delivered by the
Bcthlehem Steel Company in- five
months during the war for Great
Britain. Seaplanes can be built in an
even shorter time. As both of these
wenpons are far more crl'ective in the
hands of an inferior power it would bo
possible for us to build them rapidly and
use them in tho event that our battle¬
ship fleet was defeated or destroyed.
But it seems to me that It would bo
very unwiso until our aurfacc fleet had
been so defeated to consign our navy
from the Mtart to a defenaive rather
than an offensive role. Tho price of
boing on tho defonsive was paid by Ge*r-

many, and it was no less a thing than
the total annihilation of her aeabornt
commerce for four years.

FORTY-FIVE.
Morristown, N. J., Jan. 24, 1921.

[The Tribune has not "belittled'
the battle fleet. It has merely advo
cated the addition of submarine anc
air forees without which a surfact
fleet cannot operate in modern wars
In other words, a three-plane fieel
is needed.that is all.

Furthermore, The Tribune does
not advocate a defensive navy. Quitt
the contrary. We strongly advocate
the offensive in war.and the onlj
way to enabie our battle fleet to tak«
the offensive is to supply it witr
ample submarine and air forees
"Forty-five" advocates principles
that would give us a helpless fleet.a
fleet consigned to the defensive..
Ed.]

Bread Lines and Victory Medals
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: The viqtory medals seem tc
have caused considerable confusion in
the minds of some people. However
they were intended, there appears tc
be no question that they are regarded
with indifference by many of those
entitled to receive them. This is due
in part to the method of distribution.

In this connection I wish to reply to
Mr. H. R. Holbrook, whose letter ap¬
pears in The Tribune of January 20.
He takes exception to some remnrka
of mine. On January 15 you printed a
letter ip which I attempted to convey
the idea that there are veterans of
the World War to whom the victory
medal means nothing, and that in con-
Bequenco of their indifference these
same veterans would not care to stand
in bread lines waiting for the medals.
Those- who are eligible to receive them
are numbered by the million. One
can picture for himself what would
happen if these people were in any
hurry to get the medals.

Mr. Holbrook implied that I am un¬
able to distinguish between truth and
fiction. In support of that view, he
mentioned a certain occasion when it
took an hour and a quarter to dis-
tribute seventy-five medals. Preauma-
bly that proves whatever it was in¬
tended to prove. I admit that, but
what of it? If those seventy-five men
came straggling in during the entire
hour and a quarter, it. ia conceivable
that nobody would have to wait in line.
If that were the case, it would ind;
cate that there was no mad stampedr.
to get the medals. On the other han :,
if many men arrived together some
must have had to wait. I am quite
willing to leave it to Mr. Holbrook to
decide whether they did so in a tri-
umphal procession, a funeral march, a
bread line or otherwiae. In either
event, there ia nothing to confiict with
what I wrote.

Mr. Holbrook haa made a atatcment
for which there is no iustificatlon. If
the truth is of any consequence to him
he will read again the letter to which
he objects. If he will do ao with a
good understandmg of the English
ianguage and a logical mind he will
be forced to admit that I neithcr statcd
nor implied anything which does ndt
fit the facts. If he haa a aense of
humor he may even decide that the
joke is on himself.

REGINALD HOLDEN THAYER.
Yonkers, N. Y., Jan. 20, 1921.

Not Sorry Yet
(Frotn Th* Philadelphta fnquirer)

Tho world hasn't yet forgiven Ger¬
many, and there ia no reason why it
should. It will be time enough co think
of that when Germany gives ovidence
of a deaire for forglvene'as, and ac¬

cording to its present atate of mind
that day seems about a million yeara
off.

One Way to Stop. Crime
Give Ex-Convicts a Chance to Go

Straight, Mr. Osborne Urges
To th« Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Many remedies have been set
forth as a means of stopping the "wave
of crime" v hich has been extenf ivelj
advertised of late. Let me make *
practical suggestion.

I am just in receipt of the follow-
ing Ietter:

"Brooklyn, N. Y., Jan. 21, 192L
"Dear Sir: I take the liberty of

writing you these few lines pruyinp
you will flot be offended at my doing
so. I have recently been released from
prison after serving a fifteen-year sen-
tence. l've tried to get employment,
but up to date have failed to succeed
Mr Hodson says, at the present time,
nothing can be done. I am in desperaU
circumstances, and up to date owe sev-
eral weeks' board. I have no trade, but
am willing to work at nnything that
is not too hard, as I am a consumptive,
which makes it hsrder for me. 1
could get a little cigar store and go
in business for myself, if I could bor-
row $200. I could pay it back It
monthly payments. If I could get worK
to do I could save that in several
month3. Mr. Osborne, you undcrstand
things and know what I am up against.
I'm trying very hard to go straight.
but it seems every one is against me.
Can't you, please, do something for
jme? I assure you that you will have
no cause to regret it. I find nothing
in crooked life, and, if given a fig'iting
chance, will make good. The fnendf
I am boarding with are good to me, and
if it was not for them I would not
know what to do. I am inc'osing my
release from prison, so you car, ut
for yourself. Will you please return
it at your convenience?
"Hoping you will please help me in

some way, I will close for the preient.
with best wishes to you. Hopirg to
rcceive a reply, I am

"Very truly yours,
"A. B."

For obvlous reasons, in copying this
letter I have omitted names.

My suggestion is that wnenever r.

crook wants to go straight it is foi
society's advantage to give him the
chance. Every thief turning to the
right not only removes one wavelet
of crime but he influences other*.
Are there not some of your readere

who will help this man and others to
sec'ire honest employment?
At the office of the Welfare Leagut

Asscciation, 4836 Grand Central Ter-
minal, I shall be glad to receive money,
clothing or offers of employment. Our
aim is to recommend only those men

who intend to go straight, and hun-
dreds for whom we have eecured work
are doing so.

Here is a practical and euecesafol
way to stop the spread of crime. Who
will help?

THOMAS MOTT OSBORNE.
New York, Jan. 25, 1921.

Signs of Peace
(From The St. PauX Pione-er F^«as>

When the French government sana*
tions the sing'ng of grand opera ».

the German language. and o theater
in Paris is filled with people anx-
ious to hear it, the war may be ccb-

sidered entirely over. A similar pe*"
formance was given the other nigr.t
in New York. Wagner, the authot
of tho music sung, had nothing to de
with the late war. Some uncultured
souls did not care for his work, even
before the war, but those who prt-
fer "Die Walkure" to "The Love Nest"
and "Dardanella" should be allowei
their choice.

Plain English
(From Th? Drtroit Frt* /Vm»)

Among other things, tho new Ad¬
ministration will bring us Preshlential
messages which will not requiro coM-
mentators to tranalate them lnt« ?*.
vernaouUr. .


